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jerking rrfbtion by a man who sat on one side puffing a cigar,
and gently pulling a string, one end of which was attached to
the bamboo from which the masks were suspended, and the
other to his toe. The slow movement of his foot gave the
masks a fantastic jiggity-jig, that lent a weird life to the long
line of heads that glared upon the audience.

The orchestra was on the left of the stage, and consisted
mainly of drums. These were placed in a large circle, a regular
family of tom-toms, from the big bummer, used to emphasize
a male chorus, down to the smallest tenor drums, upon which
love-songs were accompanied. One active performer mar-
shalled the whole of this battalion, and in his concentrated
activity brought to mind the local proverb, " On the day of
the wedding the mother-in-law is like a pea in a brass plate " ;
so our chef d'orchestre sprang hither and thither at his drums,
never resting a moment.

In the centre of this charmed circle sat a virtuoso, who had
a divided responsibility. Sometimes he performed upon a
clapper of white wood, with which he intercalated passages of
asperity and rage ; at others he devoted himself in a dreamy
manner to the evoking of wails from an instrument that had
affinities with both clarionet and trumpet, and which I felt
convinced was the " shawm " of Biblical memory. There
were besides two flute players.

When I took my seat, the stage was in possession of the
basso pro/undo, who, in the character of a Chinese monarch,
accompanied by six of his courtiers (all smoking cigars), walked
in the gardens of his palace, and lamented the sad, sad infatua-
tion of his daughter, the Princess A-hla, for a penniless scamp,
whose name and attributes I failed to arrive at.   The courtiers
intoned between whiles a chorus of sympathetic condolence,
taking furtive pulls at their cigars to keep them alight.   The
monarch himself stooped to light Ms wfeed at one of the foot-
lights, which were cotton wicks burning in small earthen
, saucers of cocoanut oil, when the good-looking scamp entered
%ith much humility, and in dumb-show entreated the for^
of the irate monarch.   Here occurred ^rand oppor*
; for orchestral display, in which the shawm specially.
'                A duo followed, which culminated iii1',

